
 

Journey of a T-shirt
LT:  I can use informational text and media sources  to inform my responses to 

the Guiding Questions for our expedition.

What are working conditions and why do they matter?

What choices can consumers make to support good working conditions?

A.  Read the following page, Making a T-shirt - Journey around the World, and respond:

1.  “Fast fashion” is characterized by

2.  The global supply chain model makes sense in the following ways

3.  Why do you think major retailers, like Gap or Old Navy, are secretive about their suppliers?



B.  Cotton Questions

Read the following page, then answer these questions.

1. Three reasons that U.S. cotton is so successful are: 

2. The U.S. treats cotton differently from other crops since they use

3. The benefits of having a cotton report card are:

4.  What do you think about machines doing almost all of the work that people used to do?



C. - Planet Money Makes a T-Shirt- 

Machine Questions

Read the following pages, then complete these statements:

1. The recipe for yarn similar to the secret formula for Coke because

2. Indonesia is the perfect place to make cotton yarn since

3. It is difficult to stay in the “sweet spot” of the textile industry.  Things which can change that 

are



D. - Planet Money Makes a T-Shirt- 

People Questions

After watching the video:
1. Three possible reasons so many people decide to leave their rural villages and come into the city to become 

garment workers are:

2. Compare Doris’s work and life outside of work in Columbia to that of Jasmine’s in Bangladesh.

Read the following four pages, then answer these questions:
1.There are four historic comparison photographs.  How are the photographs similar and different?

3a. “The factories can be brutal, dangerous places.” Explain this quote and give examples. 

b. Tragedies in the garment industry changed working conditions in these ways: 

Doris’ working conditions and life Jasmine’s working conditions and life

Similiar Different



E. - Planet Money Makes a T-Shirt- 

Box (Shipping Container) Questions

Read the following two pages and answer these two questions:

1. How did the creation of shipping containers change the way goods used to be delivered?

2. The impact of container shipping on the people who used to do all of the loading and unloading of ships and 

trucks was  



F.  Read the article, Why America Stopped Making Its Own Clothes, and respond to 
these questions:

1.  Around 1980, some big retail chains began outsourcing the production of their clothing.  Why?

2. Using global supply chains allowed retail companies to divide up each step of making a garment.  What 
benefit did it have for the retail clothing companies?

3.  For every $10 a garment worker makes in Bangladesh, a garment worker in the U.S. makes $_____

4.  Do you believe we should make all of our clothing in the U.S?  Give reasons why, or why not.



G.  Together, we will listen to parts of the following podcast.
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-69-money-talks/id1028908750?i=1000384743438&mt=2

After listening, talk to your table crew about the way humans justify buying clothing or shoes, even when they 
are aware of substandard working conditions for the workers who make them.
What is motivated reasoning?

Take notes here so you can use it as evidence in responding to a question on the next page.

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-69-money-talks/id1028908750?i=1000384743438&mt=2


H. Using evidence from the videos and articles we’ve listened to and read this week, 
respond to the guiding questions for our expedition.  

What are working conditions and why do they matter?

What choices can consumers make to support good working conditions?


















