
Leave the Leaves!

Pollinators and other invertebrates need leaves. Leaves help them stay warm in winter. Leaves 
also help insects in other ways.

Many people clear their leaves from their lawns. They use rakes, leaf blowers, and lawnmowers. 
However, leaves are important for the survival of moths, butterflies, snails, spiders, and dozens 
of arthropods.

That’s why we believe people should leave the leaves alone! 

Must Love Leaves

 Most butterflies and moths stay for the winter. They stay in different stages of life: as an egg, 
caterpillar, chrysalis, or adult. 

These butterflies use leaves for  protection from cold weather and predators.

Bumble bees also rely on leaves for protection. Also, many animals live in leaves: spiders, 
snails, worms, beetles, millipedes, mites, and more. 

As you can see, leaves are very important to sustaining the natural web of life.

Leaves and Lawn

Many people want to clear the leaves off their lawn. That is why we rake, mow, and blow. 

However, lawns actually benefit from a thin layer of leaves. The rest can be piled up around 
ornamental trees, shrubs, and perennials. 

To shred or not to shred

Many organic gardeners shred their fall leaves for compost piles. This is better than bagging 
leaves, but shredded leaves will not provide the same cover as leaving them whole. You may be 
destroying eggs, caterpillars, and chrysalis along with the leaves.

Free mulch!

Another reason to leave the leaves is for the many benefits they provide to your landscape. 
Leaves provide valuable organic matter and build up healthy soil. Leaves are free mulch! Many 
people buy mulch to help their plants grow. Leaves are free!

The bottom line

You gave them flowers and a place to nest. You tended your garden and avoided pesticides. 
Don’t carry all of that hard work out to the curb. Simply put, when we treat leaves like trash – 
we’re tossing out the beautiful moths and butterflies that we’ll surely miss and work so very hard 
to attract.


